AND THE PADMA BHUSHAN GOES TO...




Pranab, Tendulkar, Asha Bhosle receive Padma Vibhushan

HONOURED: President Pratibha Patil presenting the Padma Vibhushan Award to External Affairs Minister Pranab Mukherjee at the Rashtrapati Bhavan in New
Delhi on Monday. The others receiving the Padma Vibushan awards are cricketer Sachin Tendulkar; veteran singer Asha Bhosle; Infosys Mentor N.R. Narayana

Murthy; Chairman and CEO of EIH Limited P.R.S. Oberoi. Receiving the Padma Bhushan awards are writer and social activist Dominique Lapierre; ICICI
Bank CEQ Vaman Kamath; and HCL Technology Chairman Shiv Nadar, - PHOTO: RAJEEV BHATT

MEW DELHE: External Affairs
Minister Pranab Mukherjee,
ericketer Sachin Tendulkar
and melody queen  Asha
Bhosle were among the reci-
pients of the Padma Vibhush-
an from President Pratibha
Patil on Monday for their out-
standing contribution in
their respective fields.
Infosys chicf mentor N.R.
Narayana Murthy and re-
nowned hotelier P.R.S. Obe-

roi were conferred with the
award.

Sir Edmund Hillary was
conferred the Padma Vib-
hushan posthumously.

Noted author Dominique
Lapierre, teacher Shyama
Chona and musician Ustad
Rahim Fahimuddin Khan Da-
gar received the Padma
Bhushan while FICCI Secre-
tary General Amit Mitra,
sportsperson Bula Chowdhu-

ry and journalists Vinod Dua
and Rajdeep Sardesai were
presented with the Padma
Shri.

Mr. Mukherjee is the first
ever serving Cabinet Minister
to get u Padma award.

The best round of applause
was reserved for Tendulkar as
he went up to collect his
award |

Ignoring the clamour for
Bharat Ratna triggered hy

BJP leader LK. Advani's let-
ter to the Prime Minister pro-
posing Atal Bihari Vajpayee's
name, the government decid-
ed against naming anyone for
the award for the seventh
consecutive year this time,
The Bharat Ratna was last
given in 2001 to Lata Man-
geshkar and Ustad Bismillah
Khan,

Vice President Hamid An-
sari, Prime Minister Manmo-

han Singh, UPA chairperson
Sonia Gandhi and other Cabi-
net Ministers were present.
Molecular biologist Asis
Datta, former Ambassador
Chandrashekhar Dasgupta,
social activist Devendra Raj
Mehta and renowned neuro-
physician Jagjit Singh Chopra
were some of the other reci-
pients of the Padma Bhushan.
Among the other awardees
were Arjunan Rajasekaran, B.

Sivanthi Adithan. Bhavarlal
Hiralal Jain, Bina Agarwal,
Deepak Sehgal, John Martin
Nelson, Professor M. Leela-
vathy, Mangala Prasad Mo-
hanty and Raman Kapur.

Vikramjit Singh Sahney,
Surendra Singh Yadav, Srini-
vas Udgata, Randhir Sud, Yu-
suf Ali MA, Simon Tony
Fernandes and Pandit Pratap
Pawar were among the other
recipients. — PTI
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